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would end without success, and then the question would
come up: What is Germany doing in Agadir and its hinter-
land?" This was a question, he said, which involved Eng-
lish interests. So long as there had been a prospect that
France and Germany might reach a settlement by exchang-
ing colonial territory in Central Africa, he had kept aside;
but as this now seemed unlikely, and as serious British .in-
terests were involved, he wished to suggest privately that it
was time for England also to be heard—time for a discussion
a trois—between France, Germany, and England. Grey
was wise in wishing to find out Germany's real purpose and
deal with it by the usual secret diplomatic methods without
the noisy and embarrassing interference of the Press every-
where. But Metternich had no instructions to tell him that
Germany wanted compensations in the Congo and not a
naval port at Agadir. Grey therefore evidently came to the
conclusion it was time to give Germany an unmistakable
public warning, even though involving all the dangers of
newspaper excitement and questions of "prestige." That
very same evening without giving Metternich time to get
new instructions from Berlin, Grey allowed Lloyd George to
announce to the world that England demanded that she be
consulted. In this famous Mansion House speech of July
21, Lloyd George said:
But I am also bound to say this—that I.believe it is
essential in the highest interests, not merely of this country,
but of the world, that Britain should at all hazards main-
tain her prestige amongst the Great Powers of the world.
Her potent influence has many a time been in the past, and
may yet be in the future, invaluable to the cause of human
liberty. It has more than once in the past redeemed con-
tinental nations, who are sometimes too apt to forget that
service, from overwhelming disaster, and even from national
extinction. I would make great sacrifices to preserve peace.
I conceive that nothing would justify a disturbance of in-

